Factores asociados con la picadura de alacrán en escolares: estudio transversal en dos comunidades rurales de Guerrero, México.
Scorpion stings represent a public health problem in Latin America and North America. The aim of this study was to identify species of medical importance, as well as to estimate the frequency of scorpion sting and the associated risk and protective factors in schoolchildren. Cross-sectional study in two rural communities in the Mexican state of Guerrero, in two phases: an entomological study that estimated the scorpion density and overcrowding index; a survey to document housing characteristics, poultry ownership, and history of scorpion sting in schoolchildren. Adjusted odds ratio (ORa) was used as a measure of association with scorpion sting in a multivariate analysis. The species of medical importance were Centruroides limpidus and Centruroides balsasensis. Twelve percent (171/1,437) of school children reported scorpion sting in the last six months, of whom seven out of ten required medical care. Four factors were associated with the report of scorpion sting: having ducks in the dwelling (ORa: 1.98; CI 95%: 1.2-4.29), lack of cleanliness in the dwelling (ORa: 1.84; CI 95%: 1.02-4.16), farming as an occupation (ORa: 1.53; CI 95%: 1.13-2.46) and dwelling with uncovered infrastructure of the roof, those made of wood/iron sheet or cardboard (ORa: 1.42; CI 95%: 1.04-2.18). The most relevant species was Centruroides limpidus. Two factors might be particularly relevant to prevention: improvement of household roofing material and attention to housekeeping.